Individual Submission for protecting our fish for the future – West Coast
To the Honourable Jon Ford, JP MMC and the Department Of Fisheries.
I as a member of the general fishing public, would like to take the opportunity to reply and submit my thoughts on the recent proposal titled “RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO RECREATIONAL FISHING OF VULNERABLE ICONIC FISH” released to the general public on Friday the 28th of March 2008.  

In this submission I shall address all of your eleven submission points of which some will be supported, and for those that are not supported; I will offer various options and alternatives. These will be followed by other issues that I feel need to be addressed.
I would also like to take this opportunity to note that I am fully aware of the current situation with regard to pressure on local fishing stocks, and agree that some measures do need to be taken to ensure the survival and viability of the five category one “high risk” fish.
I thank you for your time in perusal and consideration of this submission.

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email Address:
Recommendation 1
The individual mixed bag limit for category 1”high risk” fish be reduced from 7 to 4 fish in the West Coast bioregion (between north of Kalbarri and east of Augusta)
I agree
Yes         
I disagree
No      

Comments and Options:
Recommendation 2

That the daily bag limit for pink snapper is reduced for 4 to 2 in the West Coast bioregion
I agree                                                              
Yes   
I disagree                                                                     
No   
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 3

That the size limit for pink snapper be increased from 41cm to 50cm from a area south of Kalbarri to east of Augusta
I agree                                                                          
Yes

I disagree                                                                      
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 4

That a boat limit of two daily bag limits for category 1 “high risk” fish be introduced

(i.e. 8 category1 “high risk” fish ) for the West Coast bioregion. Charter boats will be allowed to have a bag limit of 2 category 1 “high risk” fish per customer in the West Coast bioregion.
I agree
Yes
I disagree
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 5

That a seasonal restriction that prohibits the take of five vulnerable fish species ( dhufish, pink snapper, baldchin groper, breaksea cod, and red snapper) applies from 15 October – 25 December and then from 1 February – 31 March in the West Coast bioregion each year. This reduces the amount of fish caught over any year 
and offers some spawning protection. It also enables the opportunity to catch these five species during much of the summer holiday season.

I agree                                                                              
Yes
I disagree                                                                          
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 6A

The take of category 1 “high risk” fish by spear fishing on compressed air ( SCUBA and surface air supply)be prohibited in the West Coast bioregion.
I agree                                                                              
Yes
I disagree                                                                         
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 6B

The use of power assisted fishing reels (e.g. electric fishing reels etc) by recreational fishers be prohibited in the West Coast bioregion (exemptions for disabled fisher’s etc can be provided)
I agree                                                                           
Yes
I disagree                                                                       
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 7

Initiate discussion with fishing clubs to discourage public fishing competitions in the West Coast bioregion from targeting “high risk” species such as dhufish, baldchin groper, pink snapper in prize categories.
I agree                                                                          
Yes
I disagree                                                                      
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 8

That the finfish possession limit at the Abrolhos Islands and within the Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Area to be reduced to 10kg of fillets or 1 day bag limit of whole fish per person – this possession limit can be transported back to the mainland
I agree                                                                            
Yes
I disagree                                                                       
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 9

That the existing voluntary logbook program be enhanced to provide additional catch and effort information for vulnerable fish species within the West Coast bioregion
I agree                                                                             
Yes
I disagree                                                                         
No
Comments and Options
Recommendation 10

That a Recreation Fishing Trust Fund be established with business rules to enable the recreational fishing sector to have meaningful input to determining expenditure priorities.
I agree                                                                             
Yes
I disagree                                                                         
No
Comments and Options:
Recommendation 11

That further research be undertaken to investigate the appropriateness of introducing large scale fish reserves or closed areas to provide protection for large numbers of fish or over an area, which is particularly important to spawning.
I agree                                                                             
Yes
I disagree                                                                         
No
Comments and Options:
Additional points that need to be addressed: ( your views, thoughts and opinions)
