Hi.

Firstly thankyou for taking the time to read this submission form and partake in what is without doubt the most important action we as the general fishing public have had to undertake.

It is vital that we voice our opinions and that we are heard.  Too many times we think as individuals, we can’t make a difference, I believe we can.

In this submission you have the chance to voice your opinion which is your right.  This is not a petition!!!!!  This gives you the opportunity to say what you think on each of the eleven recommendations put forward by the government.

Please make your choices on what you believe to be right.  I have made a submission form that is simple and easy by doing the following:

1. Circle or highlight (if you are printing this form off) or ‘bold’ if you are completing on the computer Yes I agree or No I disagree.

2. Please with each point be clear and concise.  If you disagree with a recommendation it would be best if you put forward another option to achieve a good result for both the fish stocks and us as fisherman.  I also believe that it would be good to validate some of the recommendations if you agree.

At the bottom of the submission there will be a place for you to give extra points that you feel that need to be addressed by the government.  Don’t be rude; be professional and passionate in your thoughts. 
Here are a few examples of issues that need to be raised.
Of course, these are only some of my ideas, I have many more, but this will give you the idea. Please feel free to use them if you wish!!

e.g.

Additional points that need to be addressed:

1. Should the fish closures go ahead, it hardly seems fair that the commercial fishers are allowed to continue fishing in the same areas, closed to the recreational fishers. It would seem to me that it is an open season for them. This needs to be addressed.
2. I would like to see a reduced bag limit of dhufish, from 2 per fisher, down to 1.  I must say I am surprised to see it hasn’t happened, and is an obvious way to reduce pressure on them.
3. A point I would like to make in regards to the Recommendation 5. This would have massive ramifications. I imagine most fishing tackle stores would get at least 30-40% of total annual sales through boat fishermen. By enforcing such a closure, could work out to a total loss of sales in the 10-15% per annum for the same small business. This may be enough, to send some of the smaller shops broke. This would affect dive shops in the same way. Boat shops will suffer in both boat sales and aftercare/maintenance/servicing. Some holiday destinations would really hurt, caused from loss of tourist income (not only in accommodation, but general spending etc, because a lot of these towns are fishing holiday destinations...). It will affect bait suppliers, charter boats…the list goes on and on. Please give this very careful consideration.
Your submission, along with your full name and address can be sent through in a few ways, by the 30th of April 2008 (so please pass the word as quick as you can, and insist that people speak up): 

By post to

Minister of Fisheries

C/- Department of Fisheries

3rd Floor, the Atrium

168 St George’s Terrace

Perth WA 6000

Or E-mail through this link

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/docs/pub/WestCoastDemersal/form.php

Thank you once again and remember, WE FISH WE VOTE.

Luke 
PS; for further information on any of this please read through the media release made by the Department of Fisheries link provided here…

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/docs/pub/WestCoastDemersal/Ministerial%20Position%20Paper-Iconic%20Fish.pdf

Disclaimer; I can in no way be held responsible if this form does not meet your requirements. Every effort has been made to make this as easy for you to use as possible. Please if you are unsure about anything, read the PDF released by the Fisheries Department.

